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Lusail Stadium, by Foster and Partners, will host the final game of the 2022 FIFA World Cup in
Qatar. The stadium is located in Lusail, which is a futuristic city on the coast of Qatar in the southern part
of the municipality Al Daayen. Lusail Stadium opened in November of 2021 and has a capacity of 80,000
people, making it one of the largest stadiums in the Middle East1. After the 2022 FIFA World Cup, the
stadium will be reconfigured into a 20,000-seat stadium and will serve as a municipal center in the city of
Lusail. The excess seats will be removed and space will be repurposed to serve as community space with
restaurants and shops as well as facilities used for education, athletics, and health2.
The stadium’s design, done by Foster and Partners, was inspired by Arab architecture, mimicking
the design of Arab bowls and vessels3. From the inner concrete seating bowl, to the outside facade, the
entire structure appears to be a large, copper bowl reflecting the contemporary and simple nature of Arab
architecture. Moreover, the outer enclosure’s concave profile reflects the design of a traditional dhow
boat, while creating a system of louvers that add natural light. The muted gold exterior facade has panels
over 4 meters tall that make up the louver system, adding a welcoming glow that invites people into the
stadium. On top of this gold facade lies a roof discreetly supported by columns that make it seem to be
floating on the concrete seating bowl2. The roof was manufactured from materials chosen to provide
shade, allowing it to admit an adequate amount of sunlight to keep the playing surface in good shape1.
Also, the roof’s central section can be fully retracted to make the stadium fully covered or fully open,
which gives it the ability to be used under all weather and lighting conditions.
The oval-shaped nature of the stadium as well as its east-west orientation create maximized
shading for all spectators and enhance stadium acoustics. Lusail stadium has VIP and hospitality
accommodations located on the sides of the seating bowl, optimizing views for spectators who need to
leave their seats2. The space around the stadium is designed as a permanent circular plaza that adds
onto the welcoming nature of the stadium’s exterior. The spectator’s plaza on the east side of the stadium,
however, is temporary to accommodate the soccer tournament’s needs1. This outside space contains a
reflective pool of water that acts as a moat for spectators entering the stadium using six different bridges.
An outer concourse extends from the water to a cluster of other buildings that act as hotels and other
amenities for spectators2.
While the city of Lusail was designed to optimize resident and visitor experience, it was also
designed to minimize environmental impact, and the stadium utilizes this same idea. In the design phase,
engineers carefully chose materials that had little environmental impact in their manufacturing and
performance. During the construction phase, contractors monitored all processes to reduce pollution and
contamination. The stadium minimizes freshwater use by using local plants and recycled water for the
surrounding plazas. The installation of efficient water fixtures along with leak detection systems allow the
stadium to conserve 40% more freshwater than in typical stadiums4. These sustainable practices as well
as the stadium’s unique design should make Lusail Stadium a great location for the 2022 FIFA World
Cup.
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